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March 24, 1992
UM LECTURER TO DISCUSS THREAT POSED BY WHITE SUPREMACISTS 
MISSOULA -
Human rights activist Bill Wassmuth will give a free, public lecture on the threat 
posed by white supremacists Monday, April 13, at The University of Montana.
Wassmuth, a former Roman Catholic priest who now is the executive director of the 
Northwest Coalition Against Malicious Harassment, will discuss "White Supremacists in the 
Northwest: What Are They Telling Us About Ourselves?" The presentation, the Edmund 
and Mary Freeman Memorial Lecture, will begin at 8 p.m. in the Urey Lecture Hall.
In 1986, when Wassmuth was pastor of St. Pius X Catholic Church of Coeur 
d'Alene, Idaho, and chaired the Kootenai County Task Force on Human Relations, his house 
was bombed by white supremacists. Ten days later, he led a rally to show that local 
residents didn’t support his attackers’ views.
"They (white supremacists) try to recruit followers and gain support in areas where 
racial tensions are most dramatic," he says. "If they see the beginning seeds of racial 
conflict, they pour water on them to form full-blown bigotry."
In 1987, The Idaho Statesman named Wassmuth Citizen of the Year for his courage, 
dedication, and leadership. That same year, he shared the Raoul Wallenberg Civil Award 




Based in Seattle, the anti-harassment group Wassmuth leads represents over 260 
organizations in Idaho, Washington, Oregon, Montana and Wyoming. The members include 
civic, religious and civil rights groups; churches; synagogues; student body associations; 
businesses; local task forces; and human rights commissions.
Wassmuth held a number of jobs in Idaho before becoming the St. Pius X Parish 
pastor, including director of education and vocations for the Diocese of Boise, pastor of Our 
Lady of the Lake Parish in McCall and chair of Hospice of North Idaho.
He earned a master’s degree in religious education at Seattle University and two 
degrees at St. Thomas Seminary in Kenmore, Wash.: a master’s in theology and a 
bachelor’s in philosophy.
The Edmund and Mary Freeman Memorial Lectures are sponsored by the Freeman 
Memorial Fund, started in 1977. They honor Freeman, a UM English professor for 44 
years, and his wife, an active member in the Missoula Weavers’ Guild. Mrs. Freeman died 
in 1975, her husband a year later.
Contributions to the Freeman Memorial Fund can be sent to the UM Foundation, 600 
University Ave., Missoula, MT 59812; 243-2593.
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